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Boulder, CO (April 10, 2018) - The Greater Boulder Youth Orchestras are pleased to announce 
the appointment of esteemed conductor Gary Lewis as Symphony Conductor beginning Fall 
2018. Professor Lewis, Chair of Conducting Studies and Director of Orchestral Studies at the 

University of Colorado Boulder, played an important role in the 
creation of the Greater Boulder Youth Orchestras in 2010 and 
was the founding Artistic Director.

A highly sought after educator and clinician, Mr. Lewis has 
conducted All-State Orchestras in Texas, Ohio, Illinois, 
Minnesota, Florida, Tennessee, Kentucky, New Jersey, 
Michigan, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Nevada, Wyoming, Rhode 
Island, Delaware, the Honor Orchestra of America and the 
American String Teachers Association National High School 
Honor Orchestra. Maestro Lewis was instrumental in 
establishing the youth orchestra’s reputation for excellence since 
2010 when two previous Boulder youth orchestras merged to 
create GBYO. In addition to his work at CU, he is the Music 
Director of the Midland Odessa (TX) Symphony Orchestra, and 
Principal Guest Conductor of the Boulder Philharmonic.

“We are thrilled to be able offer this opportunity to the young 
musicians of Colorado,” says GBYO Executive Director Brian Jack. “Most students only have 
the chance to work with a conductor the caliber of Gary Lewis for one weekend, if they get into 
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an All State ensemble. But at GBYO they can work with Maestro Lewis throughout the whole 
year."

Mr. Lewis will join GBYO Artistic Director Emily Bowman and conductors Paul Rowinski and 
Dr. Erik Johnson for a busy and exciting concert season starting August 27. “We are very excited 

to have Maestro Lewis join the GBYO team!” says Ms. 
Bowman. “Gary Lewis is an inspiring musician and an 
extraordinary educator with a world of experience to share with 
the young musicians of GBYO.”

The coming year will be highlighted by the rare opportunity to 
participate in a week-long residency with acclaimed violinist 
and pedagogue Midori. The week will conclude with a 
performance with Midori on November 5th at Macky 
Auditorium. Midori will also perform with the Boulder 
Philharmonic and engage the Boulder community with many 
activities during her residency. A new work by composer Daniel 
Kellogg will receive its world premiere by GBYO on the 
culminating concert.

“The Midori residency is a very special honor for the Boulder 
community,” notes Ms. Bowman. “Not only is Midori a world 
class violinist, she is a global cultural ambassador recognized by 
the United Nations with the Messenger of Peace award. I am 

excited the young musicians of GBYO will get to work with such an amazing human!”

The winter concert will feature chamber music, and the season finale showcases the winners of 
the annual GBYO Concerto Competition.

The GBYO Symphony has been conducted by Andres Lopera, Assistant Conductor of the 
Colorado Symphony, for the past two seasons. Mr. Lopera led the group in performance at the 
Kennedy Center in Washington DC, and in rousing concerts at home. He will conclude his tenure 
at GBYO with an upcoming performance of Brahm’s Haydn Variations on May 6 at Macky 
Auditorium. Concerto Competition winners Lucy Rissman, violin, and Kaidan Larson, violin, 
will perform with their orchestras. Maestro Lopera will begin a new role with the Columbus 
Symphony and Columbus Symphony Youth Orchestras in the fall of 2018. 
 
Entrance auditions for all ages and all instruments will be held May 5 of this year and again in 
August. 

About the Greater Boulder Youth Orchestras
The Greater Boulder Youth Orchestras, consisting of three orchestras and a Wind Ensemble, 
serve Colorado’s finest young musicians from beautiful Boulder and beyond. More than 130 
GBYO musicians, ages 6-21, experience playing works of master composers in a challenging 
and rewarding setting defined by outstanding conductors and a mentorship program that teams 
young professionals and college students with GBYO members. 

Violinist Midori will join GBYO 
for a performance November 5.



Artistic Director Emily Bowman oversees three orchestras, a Wind Ensemble, chamber music, 
and a dynamic team of conductors, educators, and mentors. The Sinfonia, an all-string ensemble 
and GBYO’s youngest, is conducted by Paul Rowinski and is often the first orchestra experience 
for students. Ms. Bowman conducts the Philharmonic, a full orchestra of string, wind, brass, and 
percussion musicians. Dr. Erik Johnson, professor of music education at Colorado State 
University, conducts the Wind Ensemble. The Symphony is GBYO’s most advanced orchestra.

All four conductors, who work with the students each week in rehearsals and sectionals, are 
exceptional professionals in the fields of conducting, performing, and teaching.

Highlights have included collaborating with the Boulder Philharmonic, Boulder Bach Festival, 
Mongolian virtuoso Ariunbold Mijiddorj, Pulitzer finalist Carter Pann, Boulder High School 
student composer Leigha Amick, performing in the Kennedy Center, and working with guest 
musicians from Colorado’s finest orchestras and institutions.

Auditions are held throughout the year. A financial assistance program helps families in need 
with the costs of tuition.

More information about GBYO is available at www.greaterboulderyo.org.

The Greater Boulder Youth Orchestras perform the 
2017-2018 Season Finale May 6, 2pm, in Macky Auditorium.


